testimony op VANCE BLAtOOT 

April* at ^4" Old art^Co‘!^ta^”lWl n* 

New Orleane. U„ by Mr. Wesley 1 ^ Streets, 

CommlssloD. ^ assistant counsel of the Presldenfs 

follows: •>««“ first duly sworn, was examined and testifled ns 

staff of the Praldimrs^Commlra^n^nv^^^^ th >®Kal 

Kennedy. Staff members have been arthoH^^f the a^sslnatlon of President 
nesses by the Commission. pnrsun« to natho^! «f wit- 

BxcHmtive Oriler Nr>. m.^o d»f«vi fft^anted to the Commit;Kion by 

Congress No. m. i un^tanrVaZT^ '>' 

t^nmseUf the Commission, wrote ;«u a who 1, general 

Mr. Blalock. That is rt^ht 

the taking o'f^our^tewlmo’Ty. TLJdcmiL*1h!rt m“'V^ 

•iMci*it„“eZ^ :^fe‘!;rei:rw^^rar"^ ®^f^'oso”rnL\*ftr^^ 

by the Commission governing the takina of th ^ f® T*®® Procedure adopted 
you receive that letter and th^ docutants j ’^‘"®ases. Did 

Mr. BLAtocK. Yes; I did. 

which occurred some"t?me % 'the s”mmM of ^®“i event 

onderstand that yon were preset at a m»«L^°^ i?®''® ^®’' °'^*«a”a- We 

Harvey Oswald and Carlos‘S Bringuler IMor^’S ''‘’‘"f® meeting, between IjCB 

oLJiLocK. Vance Douglas Blalock. 





Ur. LiraifxEB. Ijft the record show thnt your mother oud father are here In 
toe room with us. How old are you, Vance? 

Mr. Blalock. I am 10 . 

Mr. Liedeler. Where were you born? 

Mr. BI.ALOCK. Lake Charles, La. 

Mr. Lieuelek. Wliere do you live now?. 

Mr. B1.ALOCK. Metairie, La. 

Mr. LiKnELEit How long have you lived there? 

Mr. Blalock. Loss than a year. 

Mr. LiEnELEii. Do you go to school ? 

Mr. Blalock. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Liebeleb. Where? 

Mr. BI.ALOCK. East Jefferson High School. 

Mr. Liebeler. What grade are you In at East Jefferson High School? 

Mr. Blalock. TenUi. 

Mr. laiEBELEn. Do you know Carlos Bringuier? 

Mr. Blalock. I have met him once. 

Mr, Liebbleil How did It happen that you met him? 

Mr. BLAI.00K. I went downtown with my friend, Philip Oeracl. We went to 

collected for the organization this man 
had had. and while I was there I met Carlos.. That Is how I met him 
Mr LIEBEI.EII. Did you have anything to do with these funds that were col- 
lected by your friend Geraci? 

Mr. Blalock. No, sir; I didn’t 

Air. LiEnRLEiL That was entirely his operation? 

Mr. Blalock. Yes. 

Mr. Liebelek. Do you remember where you went that day with Philip? 

Mr. B^lock. Yes, sir; we went to Decatur Street I believe It is, I am not 
sure. The store is the Casa Roca. 

yof/knowT"''"' orsanlzatlon was U that Bringuier was ninnlngT Do 

I. fill' i »ay the Spanish name. The American name of It 

Is the Cuban Student Revolutionary Organization. 

Mr. Liebeler. Can you tell me approximately when that was? 

Mr. Blalock. Last part of the summer. I couldn’t 

of'l^^t"^'^"' early. August would It be, or some time in August 

th^exncUl^ August would be the closest I could get. I don’t remember 

Mr. LnuiEiJiR. Tell me the conversation that you and Philip had with Brin- 
guicr when you went Into the store. 

nnrt T ‘ntrodoced me to Carlos, 

and I told him— I saw the funds Philip had collected for him, and I told him 
I was curious about what It was for, and then be explained for me how the 
orLTinlzntlon worked and told me he received the fund.s from people in New 
Orleans niid sent it to Florida, and thnt was his total business, and he explained 

"fi ”2“ supposed to teU everything on their 

IMircntH, to obey the Stabs and not their parents. 

Carlos/"L"X r^ig^r Philip and 

HB^wn^ii^^t another man-must have worked at the store. 

Mr. Liebeler. Did you know whnt bin name was? 

Mr. Bijilock. No, sir. 

elTO pi^t?'"' anybody 

company or some trucking company 
^me in. He had a radio thnt needed to Iw fixed, a broken radio, and Leo Harvey 
Oswald came In. 

Mr. Luoteleu. TeU us, to the best of your recollection, the things that hupponcil 
as far os Oswald was concerned. 

Mr. Blalock. Ho walked up to us and leaned against the desk and lUt«*ni*«l 
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to Uie conversation. Then he started asking questions about the organization, 
and we were talking about guerrilla warfare, just in case the country got In war 

how young students could help, something in that nature, and then he started 

then Oswald, I<«e Harvey Oswald, asked Carlos Brlnguler all about the organlza* 
tlon and what part It played in the main movement in Florida. 

Mr. LiKnELEiu Did they say anything else? Was there more to the conversa- 
tion? 

Mr. Blalock. Let's see. 

Mr. Lirbeler. Did this man who walked up introfluce himself hy name? 

Mr. Blalock. I believe so, hot I don't reniem!>er what name he gave. 

Mr. LrEBErjsR. Are yon now convinced that he was liCe Harvey Oswald? 

Mr. BijiLocK. Yes, air. I jcnow his face. I recognized his face. 

Mr. LrBnFXER, But you don't remember that he mentioned the name Lee Harvey 
Oswald at that time? 

Mr. Blalock. No. 

Mr, LIB3IE1JER. Did Oswald say anything about having l>een a Marine? 

Mr. Blalock. Yes, sir; he did, and he explained that he took training in 
guerrilla warfare, and he told us how to blow up bridges, derail trains, make 
zip guns, make homemade gunpowder. 

Mr. LiKnEi.ER, He told you about this in detail? 

Mr. Br.ALOCK. He told us how to blow up the Huey P. Long Bridge. 

Mr. Ltebeler. Tell us just what he told you about that. I know you can’t 
remember the exact words, but you ran remember the substance of the conversa- 
tion. We want you to tell us al>out It. 

Mr. B1.AL00K. He told us to put powder charges at each end of the bridge from 
the foundation to where the foundation meets the suspension part, and to blow 
that part up and the center part of the bridge would colIa][>se. 

Mr. LncnEixB. Did he talk about any other aspect of guerrilla warfare that 
you can remember? 

Mr. Blalock. He said that If you don’t have the materials you need always 
available, you bad to do without stulT. 

Mr. Liedrler. Did ho give auy specific example of that? 

Mr. Blat4>ck. Gunpowder, high explosives. 

Mr. Lietieler. Did he tell you how to do without gunpowder In these activities? 
Mr; BI.ALOCK. He told us how to derail a train without gunpowder. 

Mr. Lietieler. What did he say about that? 

Mr. Blaix>ck. He said put a chain around the railroad track and lock it to 
the track with a lock. 

Mr. Liereler. And then when the train hit the chain It would derail the train? 
Mr. Blalock. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Liedeleb. Did he say that he knew how to make gunpowder? 

Mr. Blalock. Yes, sir ; he told us the formula, and I— saltpeter and nitrate- 
some formula — I don’t remember, 

Mr. Liereler. Did he say anything about guns? 

Mr. BfALOCK. About zip guns, how to make them out of tubing and a plunger. 

Mr. Liereler. Did he say something to the effect that he knew all about guns? 

Mr. Blaiock. No ; he told us he had a manual that explained all about guns, 
a Marine manual, and that he had training In guns, trained with guns. * 

Mr. Liebeler. Do you remember anything else that he said ? 

Mr. Blaix>ck. Not right offhand. 

Mr. Ltebeler. Did he talk to Brlnguler about helping Bringuler In this orga- 
nization. or Just what was the general context of this conversation? Was this 
just a general discussion of guerrilla warfare, or did it relate to the activities 
of Briuguler*8 antl-Cnstro organization? What can you remember? 

Mr. B 1 .ALOCK. He just asked him about the anti-Castro organization and asked 
oim to explain it to him, and he said he was Interested In finding out how it 
operated. He didn’t say he wanted to Join It: He Just said he wa.s Interested in 
liioklets^”*^ Brlnguler gave him literature, a Cuban newspaper and leaflets or 

Mr. Liedeleb. Was there any discussion of politics? 
kf ^ recollection. 

Mr. LnaiELEB. Was there any mention of President Kennedy ? 



Mr Hi^i.ocK. No. Mir. I coul.ln't Mfl.v for Mure there wns no mention of Presi- 
dent Kennedy. I don’t think n^.nid? 

rr-. -n t» me. wen n»ken. tooked 

Mr^Tn"l srli W onythlnK else nhout him. or Is that nlH»t It? 

• or^n,s.Uon there. 

^r! ^t^. I think he said he had been there 

MrLta^L^^T^ r?me“hw X Tnteryiewed about this subject hy an 

.^Mr“m^tLK. Yes. Mir; I do, during the Christmas holidays. 

2: K" iTdTn"" AuTknow Is a Lieutenant or something like 

““Mr. LiKnm.aa. Do you think you would remember his name If 1 menUoned It 

FBI? 

the man’s name was KeTln „member that name. 

$1;: Do?o« remember Ulklng to the FBI agent about Oswalds 

thing called the Casa Noetra, C-a-s-a « o-n-t r u 

anything about that to the FBI mentioning the organisation, but I 

Jddn’t r^nmmi>er'"a.e name. That orgnnltm^^ was menUoned In the con- 
versation with Carlos Brlnguler and Harvey Oswald. 

Mr. LiEDErJiR. It was? 

. ™.”.“ js;?Sor; . -> .«•" “• 

Mafia, the Cosa Nostra. 

Mr. liiEnELER. You may have used that name? 

Mr. ?"u “soml ^U^ro Cuban organisation? 

Mrll^amlotte best you can recall. Oswald didn’t say that be hod 
recently visited someone In the Cosa Nostra? 
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Mr. BL.VLOCK. No, sir. Tes, sir. 

LiEBEr.Ea. But yon do recnll sort of vajfuely thnt Oswald did say that 
he hart been In Florida and he hart vlalteil an Antl-Castro Cuban onjnnlzatioh 
there? 

Mr. Bi^alock. Yes, air; I do. 

^^r. TjrenEiJCB. Can you remember anything else about tlrta Incident In the 
store that day when Oswald came In? 

Mr. Btjvlock. Oh, he said he lived on Mapfazlne Street. 

Mr. Liebeijib, Did he Rive hla exact address to you? Do you remember? 

Mr. Blalock. I don’t believe he gave his exact address, but I couldn’t say 
for sure. 

Mr. Liebeler. Did he say anything about whether he was working or not, 
whether he had a Job? 

Mr. Blalock. I donH remember If lie said anything about his job. 

Mr. LrEBKLER. Did he tell you anything about his background? Did he eay 
he was from New Orleans or anything about that? 

Air. Blalock. No, sir; I don’t remember anything about that. 

. Mr. Liebeler. Can you think of anything else that happened? 

Mr. Blalock. Philip Gerad and I started following him home after wo 
both left the store, Oswald, Philip and I both left the store about the same 
time. We started to follow Oswald to hla house Just out of curiosity, and I 
recollect that Omvald said he would give us his Marine manual If we ever 
came back. If we contacted him. 

Mr. Liebeler. Thnt he would give you the Marine manual if you saw each 
other at the store again? * 

Mr. Blai.ock. At the store or Just saw each other, If we would contact Win 
and get It. we could have It. If he saw us again, he would give It to us. 

Mr. Lxebeler. How long did you continue to follow him home? Did you 
Just walk out and walk down the street with him, or did you sort of shadow 
him or 

Mr. Blalock. No, sir. We walked out the door. We both started different 
directions, and Philip and I said, “Why don’t we follow him and get the Marine 
manual now, nothing else to do.’’ We started to go to the comer, and we didn’t 
see him, so we went on our way. 

Mr. Liebeler. Did you ever see the Marine manual? 

Mr. Blalock. No, sir ; I didn't. 

Mr. Liebeler. Did you ever talk to Mr. Brlnguler again after that? 

Mr. Blalock. No, sir. 

Mr. Liebeleb. You never saw Carlos again until Just today 

Mr. Blalock. No. sir. 

Mr. Liebeler. When yon saw him come out of this room and leave the building? 

Mr. Blalock. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Liebeler. Are you and Philip good friends? 

Mr. BLAI.OCK. I wouldn’t say real close friends, but we are friends. 

Mr. Liebeler. Did you talk aliout this incident or talk about Oswald at all 
after this time but prior to the assassination? 

Mr. Blaixktk. No, sir; I don't believe we did. We talked about Jthe Cuban 
Student Organization. 

Mr. Liebeler. Were you aware of the fact thnt Oswald was subsequently 
arrested here In New Orleans In connection with his activity on behalf of the 
Fair Play for Cuba Committee? 

Mr. Blalock. No; I didn’t know about tiiat until after the aBsossination. 

. Mr. Liebeler. You didn't hear Oswald debate Carlos on the radio program 

Mr. Blalock. No, sir. 

Mr. Liebeler. Or you didn’t see Oswald on television? 

Mr. Blalock. No, sir. I might have. I just don’t remember it. 

Mr. Liebeleb. Did Philip say anything about having seen these things? 

Mr. Blalock. Not to me he didn’t. 

Mr. liiEBELER. So you never had any real discussions, as far as you remember, 
with Philip about Oswald until the time of the assassination? Is that correct? 

Mr, Blalock. That is correct. 













asTasslB^n^" **‘^“** 0*^‘W «fter u,, 

Mr. Blalock. Yes. 

Mr. Liereleb. Did you recall to each other and discuss srith 
meeting that you bad with Oswald In the store on Dccatnr Street atVltH ^ 

™ 1".: i*z«s s.'n.s s!‘zt t ;• “• 

,, .«■, . „„ .rD«d,“T“ ;rur '“i 

Mr. toarxER. This was shortly after the assassination’ 
funeral any shows but the 

Mr. Liebeler. [Exhibiting photograph to witnpss i T.af «v 
tore that has been marked as Exhibit 1 to the affidnrif nf 
taken at New Orleans. April 6. 19W and I ^ 

tndlyidual portrayed in that picture. ^ recognize the 

Mr. Blalock. Yea, sir ; I recognize him. 

th" daiT"*^ y°« »et In the store 

Mr. Blalock. Yes, sir; Lee Harvey Oswald. 

s. r; r“ t ’ 
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